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LCAT Communication and Autism 
Social Communication and Interaction Criteria


	[bookmark: _Hlk150370704]Pupil:
	
	Date of Birth:
	

	School:
	
	Year Group:
	

	Name and Role of Person Completing Form:
	
	Date Completed:
	




	Social Communication and Social Interaction Descriptors

	[bookmark: _Hlk190783279]Descriptor 
	Yes
	No 
	Unsure

	Experience of belonging and feeling included in a class, group or wider social situation differs from their peers
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk190780773][bookmark: _Hlk190780829]Differences in reading, responding to and understanding non-verbal communication such as body language, and facial expression. This leads to social anxiety, confusion or misunderstanding
	
	
	

	Has a literal understanding of language which affects the perception of a situation, and learning. Demonstrates differences in understanding sarcasm, inference and context
	
	
	

	Use of eye-contact and eye gaze differs as well as non-verbal communication
	
	
	

	Differences in social play and interaction with age related peers	
such as initiating or joining social interactions
	
	
	

	Differences in maintaining a two-way interaction or conversation
	
	
	

	Adjusting to different communication styles in different contexts is observed (e.g. talking to peers’ vs adults)
	
	
	

	Development of speech will be different or delayed
	
	
	

	Presents with echolalia of delayed echolalia – differences in tone, intonation, volume and speed of speech may be is observed
	
	
	

	Enjoys conversations related to own areas on interest only or divert conversations, topics, response to questions of their own interest
	
	
	

	Requires support to engage in adult led activities not related to areas of interest
	
	
	

	Differences in following and awareness of whole class or school routines
	
	
	

	Observe differences in managing pair and group work activities 
	
	
	

	Observe a preference to engage with adults, younger peers or social withdrawal
	
	
	

	Misinterpreting social situations leading to confusion, social anxiety, social withdrawal or unexpected responses
	
	
	

	Follows, imitates or copies peer interactions unaware of the consequences from a range of situations
	
	
	

	Differences in responses to social hierarchy 
	
	
	

	Observed social anxiety or heightened stress in social situations 
	
	
	

	Emotional dysregulation evident linked to social misunderstandings
	
	
	

	Signs of frustration or emotional distress when interacting with peers
	
	
	

	Understanding inference in social scenarios and literacy
	
	
	

	Reluctance to participate in classroom discussions or activities
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk190783672]Flexibility, information processing and understanding

	Descriptor 
	Yes
	No 
	Unsure

	Unplanned and small changes to expectations, learning tasks or environments result in anxiety, shutdowns or distressed behaviours
	
	
	

	Intense interest in a topic of interest. Differences in shifting attention to other activities, ability to stop an activity or finishing a task
	
	
	

	Observe challenges in managing transitions between activities, tasks or environments. This leads to an increase in anxiety
	
	
	

	Easily distracted within the environment 
	
	
	

	Differences in maintaining attention on an adult directed task, or shifting attention from one task to another
	
	
	

	Sensory Processing Needs

	Descriptor 
	Yes
	No 
	Unsure

	[bookmark: _Hlk190783762]Finds busy or noisy environments overwhelming
	
	
	

	Over or under responsive to sensory stimuli in the environment
	
	
	

	Developmental milestones such as toileting or eating will be affected by sensory processing differences. This can cause high anxiety and dysregulation
	
	
	

	Stims and display’s self-regulatory movements
	
	
	

	Developmental differences in hand/eye co-ordination or fine/gross motor skills
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