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Quality childcare

helps children to:

* become more confident
learn through play and have fun
learn new words and extend their vocabulary
experience new activities and learn new skills
problem solve and test out their ideas

become independent and get ready for school

Finding a childcare provider
You can choose from:

* pre-schools and playgroups (sessional care)
o childminders (at home)
* day nurseries (part-time and full time care)

Childcare providers are registered with Ofsted
who gives them one of four quality grades:

* outstanding
* good
* requires improvement

* inadequate

How do | choose?

Things to consider when choosing quality
childcare:

* can children be active and play freely?

are activities fun and inviting?

do children look happy and involved in their
learning ?

are the adults playing with the children?

do you think your child would be safe, well
cared for and happy here?

is the Ofsted report available to view?

What might | need to find out?

You will need to feel happy and confident
about your child’s education and care. It is
good to ask questions. Here are some ideas:

who will be caring for my child?
how do | know my child will be safe?

how will they know what my child wants/
needs?

how do | find out about
my child’s day?

what happens
if my child
doesn't settle,
is ill or has

an accident?

All 3 and 4 year olds are entitled to 570
hours of free education. This is usually
taken as a maximum of 15 hours over
38 weeks (Leicestershire term dates)
but can be taken as fewer hours over
more weeks. Some 2 year olds are also
eligible.

From September 2017 working families
may be entitled to an additional 15 hours
of free education per week.
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