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Introduction 
 

1.1 The validation of a planning application is a checking process to ensure that 

the information required to assess a planning application has been submitted 

at the start of the process. The purpose of having validation requirements is to 

make the process of applying for planning permission consistent and to 

provide clarity to developers about the information that needs to be submitted 

with an application.  

 

1.2 It allows the County Council to deal properly and efficiently with the planning 

applications it receives and helps to ensure that appropriate and accurate 

information is submitted from the outset.  

 

1.3 Without the necessary information, consideration of an application would be 

subject to additional delay while the information is requested, provided and 

then consulted upon; or it could result in refusal of the application on the 

grounds of insufficient information. 

 

1.4 There are two types of validation criteria: the national requirements and any 

local requirements. 

 

1.5 The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 

(England) Order 2015, as amended, sets out the statutory national information 

requirements that must be submitted with all planning applications. The 

national requirement includes basic, but key information to be submitted by 

applicants such as application forms supported by location, layout and block 

plans and where appropriate, elevation plans. Submission of the correct fee 

and appropriate certificates also form part of the national requirements. 

 

1.6 In addition to the national requirements, the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) states that “Local planning authorities should publish a list 

of their information requirements for applications for planning permission. 

These requirements should be kept to the minimum needed to make decisions 

and should be reviewed at least every two years. Local planning authorities 

should only request supporting information that is relevant, necessary and 

material to the application in question” (NPPF1 paragraph 45).  

 

1.7 This document sets out the minimum requirements for planning applications to 

enable their proper validation and determination. This will ensure that 

applications are fit for purpose and minimise the need for the submission of 

information at a later stage. This will in turn help the County Council provide 

an efficient planning service and will help to achieve targets for the 

 
1 NPPF at the time of writing was published December 2024 
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determination of planning applications. The County Council recognises that the 

scale and type of applications vary, and this will require the submission of 

differing levels of information and supporting documentation. This document 

takes this into account in the scope of information needed for the various types 

of application dealt with by the County Council. 

 

Pre-Application Advice 

 

1.8 The County Council encourages applicants and their agents to seek pre-

application advice. This is particularly relevant for larger, more complex or 

potentially controversial proposals. This assists applicants in identifying the 

information and details that are required to be submitted with their application. 

Such an approach can help to minimise delays later in processing the 

application and identify whether other consents may be required. The NPPF 

(Paragraph 40) also encourages pre-application discussions stating that early 

engagement has the potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of 

the planning application system.  

 

Link to LCC pre-application advice and charging 

 

1.9 In certain circumstances relating to wind turbine development pre-application 

engagement with communities is mandatory, although in most cases it is not. 

Nevertheless, the County Council encourage applicants to consult with and 

involve local communities at an early stage of the planning process, 

particularly for larger, more complex or potentially controversial proposals. 

 

1.10 The County Council recognises that the scale and type of applications vary, 

and this will require the submission of differing levels of information and 

supporting documentation. This document takes this into account in the scope 

of information needed for the various types of application dealt with by the 

County Council. 

 

1.11 All applications received by the County Council will be checked against the 

statutory national information requirements, and the local information 

requirements contained in this document. Requirements may vary on a case 

by case basis and we are happy to receive requests for clarification on what 

local information is appropriate for a specific development. 

 

1.12 Please note that guidance links have been provided for each section and are 

up to date at the time of publication. However, this document is ordinarily 

reviewed every two years. However, due to the ever-changing nature of the 

planning system and with recent and forthcoming changes to government 

legislation it may be necessary to conduct an earlier review. Applicants should 

ensure they are using current guidance. We invite queries from applicants for 

guidance on current legislation and available resources.  

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/planning-permission/pre-application-advice-and-charging
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The Validation Process 
 

2.1 Where an application does not contain all the information listed in the statutory 

national information requirements the application will be deemed invalid under 

the requirements of the Town and Country Planning (Development Management 

Procedure) (England) Order 2015. The applicant will be informed in writing of the 

requirements necessary to validate the application.  

 

2.2 Where an application does not include information (either at all or in sufficient 

detail) listed in the Leicestershire County Council – Local Validation 

Requirements that the Council considers should be provided, then the application 

will be treated as invalid, and the applicant will be informed in writing what 

information is required to validate the application. The Council will only request 

supporting information that it considers relevant, necessary and material to the 

application2. 

 

2.3 Applicants are encouraged to partake in pre-application discussions with the 

County Council to agree what information is required before an application is 

submitted, which can help avoid disputes over the information necessary to 

validate an application and reduce associated delays. However, where there is a 

disagreement about the information needed following the submission of an 

application, the Council will aim to work with applicants and their agents to resolve 

the matter promptly. 

 

2.4 There is no right of appeal against the Council’s decision to invalidate an 

application. However, there is a procedure in the Development Management 

Procedure Order to help resolve such disputes. An applicant must first send the 

Council a notice under Article 12 of the Town and Country Planning 

(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (an Article 12 

notice). This must set out the reasons why the applicant considers the information 

requested by the Council, in refusing to validate the planning application, does 

not meet the statutory tests3.  

 

2.5 When the Council receives an Article 12 notice, it will consider the merits of the 

applicant’s case and will then issue a ‘validation’ notice’, stating that it no longer 

requires the information specified in the Article 12 notice, or a ‘non-validation 

notice’ stating that is still requires the information. After issuing a non-validation 

notice and after the relevant time period has passed without the Council granting 

or refusing to grant planning permission, an applicant may appeal to the Planning 

 
2 Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015, Article 
11(3)(b) — UK Statutory Instrument 2015 No. 595. Available at: legislation.gov.uk [Accessed 8 September 
2025]. 
3 Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015, Article 12 — 
Validation Dispute Procedure, UK Statutory Instrument 2015 No. 595. Available at: legislation.gov.uk [Accessed 
8 September 2025]. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/article/15
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/article/15


      Leicestershire County Council Local Validation Requirements   8 

Inspectorate against non-determination of the application. In considering such an 

appeal the Inspector will consider both the dispute regarding invalidity and the 

merits of the application itself. 

Electronic Submission 
 

2.6 Leicestershire County Council’s preferred method of receiving planning 

applications is electronically and these should please be submitted via the 

Planning Portal at www.planningportal.co.uk. Planning applications and pre-

application enquiries can be sent directly to planningcontrol@leics.gov.uk. 

 

2.7 Where there are numerous large documents to submit, it is often beneficial for 

the documents to be submitted in both digital and paper formats. With the 

exception of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) applications, the authority 

only wishes to receive one paper copy of application documents but may request 

additional paper copies for consultation purposes. For EIA applications, 

applicants should discuss the number of hard copies required with the County 

Council prior to submission.  

 

2.8 It is recommended that for the electronic submission of planning documents, the 

following is adhered to, to assist the County Council in the handling  

of electronic information:                                           . 

 

• Portable Document Format (pdf) is the recommended file format to ensure 

that documents are accessible to consultees; 

• All drawings should be saved in a single layer and should avoid covering 

multiple issues in one plan, such as existing and proposed vegetation or 

superimposing the proposed development on existing; 

• All drawings should be correctly orientated for on-screen display; 

• All drawings should include a scale bar and key dimensions, paper size and 

scale (for example 1:1250 at A3). The pdf document page size should 

correspond to the ‘print @’ scale specified on the plan; 

• All documents and drawings should be clearly labelled/titled, with drawings 

given a unique plan reference; 

• Updated or revised versions of plans or documents should be clearly named 

to show a change, and so that new documents can be easily identified.  

 

Contacts 
 

2.9 If you have any enquiries relating to planning, please contact us on: 

 

Telephone:  0116 305 1085 

Email:  planningcontrol@leics.gov.uk 

http://www.planningportal.co.uk/
mailto:planningcontrol@leics.gov.uk
mailto:planningcontrol@leics.gov.uk
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Address:  Planning, Historic and Natural Environment 
  Leicestershire County Council 

County Hall  
Glenfield 
Leicester 
LE3 8RA 

 

 
Further Guidance 
 

 
 

Statutory National Validation Requirements 
 

3.0 The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 

(England) Order 2015 requires the following forms, fee, plans and information 

to be submitted with all applications (unless otherwise stated). 

 

The Planning Application Form 
 

3.1 Please ensure that planning applications are made on the relevant planning 

application form and submitted electronically to the County Council via the 

Planning Portal: www.planningportal.co.uk or via the County Council’s email 

address: planningcontrol@leics.gov.uk.  Leicestershire County Council 

standard application forms are currently being reviewed. 

 

3.2 Downloadable, printable applications forms are available on the Planning 

Portal website, via the link below:  

 

Planning Portal Downloadable Forms  

 

3.3 Please ensure that forms are signed and dated, with all relevant sections of 

the forms completed.  

 

The Planning Application Fee 
 

3.4 Planning applications are (in almost all cases) subject to a planning application 

fee, as set out in the Town and Country Planning (Fees for Applications, 

Deemed Applications, Requests and Site Visits) (England) Regulations 2012 

(as amended). If there are any questions about the appropriate fee or whether 

National Planning Portal  

Leicestershire County Council  

Planning Practice Guidance  

http://www.planningportal.co.uk/
mailto:planningcontrol@leics.gov.uk
https://1app.planningportal.co.uk/YourLPA/DownloadofflineForms
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
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an exemption applies, applicants are guided towards the Planning Portal’s Fee 

Calculator, which is available via the link below. If further help is required, LCC 

Planning Officers will assist with queries and can be contacted via the details 

provided above.  

 

Fees for planning applications in England from 1 April 2025 

 

Planning Portal Fee Calculator 

 

3.5 Leicestershire County Council can accept planning application fee payment 

via the Planning Portal by cheque, or by invoice and BACS payment. For 

development where the County Council is the developer (i.e., Regulation 3 

development), payment via Internal Transfer Journal (ITJ) is also acceptable.  

 

Ownership / Agricultural Holding Certificates 
 

3.6 A completed, signed and dated ownership/agricultural holding Certificate A, B, 

C or D confirming the site ownership and whether any of the land to which the 

application relates is, or is part of, any agricultural holding is required. These 

certificates are part of the standard application forms. For the purpose of 

completing these forms, an ‘owner’ is anyone with a freehold interest, or 

leasehold interest with at least 7 years left to run. ‘Agricultural tenant’ means 

any person who is the tenant of an agricultural holding or farm business 

tenancy of land, any part of which is comprised in the application site. 

 

3.7 Applicants are reminded that an applicant for planning permission must give 

requisite notice of the application to any person (other than the applicant) who 

on the prescribed date is an owner of the land to which the application relates, 

or a tenant, in accordance with Article 13 of the Town and Country Planning 

(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 20154. 

 

Location Plan 
 

3.8 The location plan is normally required to be at a scale of 1:1250 or 1:2500, 

based on a metric OS map, indicated north point and give a drawing reference 

number. It is recognised that there are certain circumstances, such as 

development covering a large area, where location plans of a smaller scale 

may be more appropriate to enable the application site to be identified.  

 

 
4 Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015, Article 13 — 
Notice of Applications for Planning Permission, UK Statutory Instrument 2015 No. 595. Available 
at: legislation.gov.uk [Accessed 8 September 2025]. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67c0a49772e83aab48866c2d/Indexation_fees_table.pdf
https://1app.planningportal.co.uk/FeeCalculator/Standalone?region=1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/article/15
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3.9 The application site is required to be edged clearly with a red line. Where 

the proposal involves a new building or extension on a large application site 

the proposed building should be hatched in red to provide extra clarity for 

consultation purposes.  

 

3.10 The plan is to include all land necessary to carry out the proposed development 

– for example, land required for access to the site. A blue line is to be drawn 

around any other land owned by/under the control of the applicant, close to or 

adjoining the application site.  

 

3.11 It would be appreciated and assist in the process if the location plan, wherever 

possible, could show at least two named roads, surrounding buildings, and 

features. In the interests of clarity, the location plan is not required to include 

other information that is provided on other plans, such as topographical details.  

 

Site Plan / Block Plan 
 

3.12 The site plan is advised to be submitted at an appropriate scale for the 

development proposed. Please accurately show the direction of north on the 

plan and the proposed development in relation to the site boundaries and other 

existing buildings, with written dimensions. The site plan is also encouraged to 

show the following, unless these would not influence or be affected by the 

proposed development: all the buildings, roads and footpaths adjoining the site 

including access arrangements, all public rights of way, the position of all trees 

on the site and those on the adjacent land, the extent and type of any hard/soft 

landscaping and any boundary treatment. 

 

Other Plans 
 

3.13 This will vary according to the type of development proposed, but where there 

is built development, this will include elevation plans (both existing and 

proposed). It could also include floor plans, roof plans and section plans. All 

plans are required to be at an appropriate scale, usually 1:50 or 1:100, and 

include a unique drawing reference number and title. It would also be beneficial 

if all plans specify critical dimensions (external measurements) such as 

building footprint, and height to eaves and ridge. If there is any uncertainty over 

what plans are required to be submitted LCC Planning Officers are happy to 

assist. 
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Updated and Superseded Plans 
 

3.14 Any plans or supporting documents which supersede those originally 

submitted should be clearly labelled and sent electronically to the County 

Council. 

 

Design and Access Statement 
 

3.15 A Design and Access Statement is required to accompany the following: 

 

• All applications for major development (as defined in article 2 of the Town 

and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 

Order 2015), other than for the exceptions set out below; 

• Development within a designated area (Conservation area or World 

Heritage Site), for development consisting of one or more dwellings, or a 

building or buildings with a floor space of 100m2 or more;  

• Applications for listed building consent5.  

 

3.16 Applications for waste development, a material change of use, engineering or 

mining operations do not need to be accompanied by a Design and Access 

Statement.  

 

3.17 In addition, applications to amend the conditions attached to a planning 

permission do not require a Design and Access Statement.  

 

3.18 The purpose of a Design and Access Statement is to (a) explain the design 

principles and concepts that have been applied to the proposed development; 

and (b) demonstrate the steps taken to consider the context of the proposed 

development, and how the design of the development takes that context into 

account6.  

 

3.19 A development’s context refers to the specific characteristics of the application 

site and its wider setting. These will be specific to the circumstances of an 

individual application and a Design and Access Statement should be tailored 

accordingly.  

 

3.20 Design and Access Statements are also used to explain the applicant’s 

approach to access and how relevant Local Plan policies have been 

considered. Any specific issues which might affect access to the proposed 

development could also be addressed in this document.    

 

 
5 Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015, Article 2 and 
Schedule 3. Available at: legislation.gov.uk [Accessed 8 September 2025]. 
6 Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015, Article 9(3)(a)–
(b) — UK Statutory Instrument 2015 No. 595. Available at: legislation.gov.uk [Accessed 8 September 2025]. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/article/2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/article/9
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3.21 The applicant is encouraged to detail any consultation undertaken in relation 

to access issues, if this has been done, and how the outcome of this 

consultation had informed the proposed development. 

 

3.22 For relevant proposals, development should meet the requirements of, and the 

Design and Access Statement should make reference to, the respective 

district/borough’s design guide or code, where in place. 

 

Further Guidance 
 

 

Environmental Statement 
 

3.23 The aim of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is to protect the 

environment by ensuring that a local planning authority when deciding whether 

to grant planning permission for a project, which is likely to have significant 

effects on the environment, does so in the full knowledge of the likely 

significant effects, and takes this into account in the decision-making 

processes. An Environmental Statement is the document within which an EIA 

is presented. 

 

3.24 The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

Regulations 2017 sets out the types of development that require an EIA to be 

undertaken. All developments listed in Schedule 1 of the Regulation require 

an EIA to be undertaken, as do some developments listed in Schedule 2 

depending on if the development is likely to have significant effects on the 

environment by virtue of factors such as its nature, size or location. The 

documents listed below provide detailed guidance, including indicative criteria 

and thresholds for proposals requiring EIA.  

 

3.25 A ‘screening opinion’ can be obtained from the County Council as to whether 

a proposed development falls within the scope of the EIA Regulations. The EIA 

Regulations provide a list of matters in Schedule 3 to be considered when an 

authority comes to a ‘screening opinion’ as to whether an EIA is necessary.  

 

3.26 Schedule 4 of the EIA Regulations sets out the information that is to be 

included in an Environmental Statement. You are entitled to request a ‘scoping 

opinion’ from the County Council as to the key environmental issues the 

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 

Order 2015  

National Planning Policy Framework   

National Planning Practice Guidance  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
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Environmental Statement should cover. Early consultation with Planning 

Officers is recommended prior to making an application.  

 

3.27 The Environmental Statement must be prepared by competent experts and 

accompanied by a brief statement confirming the relevant qualifications and 

experience of those involved in its preparation, in accordance with Regulation 

18(5) of the EIA Regulations. 

 
Further Guidance  
 

 
 

 

 

Leicestershire County Council local validation 

requirements 
 

4.0 In addition to the national requirements above, the list below sets out further 

information and assessments that are required to be submitted with planning 

applications depending on their nature and scale.  

 

4.1 The County Council will only request information about a matter which is 

relevant, necessary, and material to the determination of the application. This 

information will be required to enable the validation of the application. As 

requirements will vary from case to case, please contact us at an early stage 

if you are unsure about what information needs to be submitted.  

 

4.2 All of the below sections include references where further information and 

guidance can be found.  

 

4.3 There is a checklist at the end of the document which will assist in validation 

and can be completed and submitted with an application to help identify what 

information has been provided. 

 

Supporting Planning Statement 

 
4.4 A statement is required for planning applications explaining the need for the 

proposed development. It is recommended that these statements are 

The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

Regulation 2017  

National Planning Policy Framework   

National Planning Practice Guidance  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/571/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/571/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
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proportionate and specific to the development and, for the most minor of 

development, could comprise a covering letter.  

 

4.5 Where appropriate, it should also seek to demonstrate how the proposed 

development complies with policies in the development plan, national policy 

and guidance and other relevant documents.  

 

4.6 Where a proposal does not comply with development plan policies an 

explanation is to be provided to justify the need for the development and set 

out the overriding reasons as to why the proposal should go ahead. The 

supporting statement is also the appropriate place for the applicant to outline 

details of the proposed development in terms of its achievement of sustainable 

development. This would generally include economic, social and 

environmental issues.  

 

4.7 Details of any consultation with Planning or other County Council Officers and 

wider community/statutory consultees undertaken prior to submission would 

also be beneficial to be included in the supporting statement. 

 

4.8 The Supporting Planning Statement submitted with proposals on school sites 

should also set out existing and proposed pupil and staff numbers, parking 

provision and nearby school information where there is a proposed change to 

pupil/staff numbers.  

 

4.9 For school developments which impact upon or involve the loss of playing field 

area, existing and proposed summer and winter pitch layouts should be 

provided and confirmation as to why the particular location within the site has 

been chosen. 

 

Further Guidance 

 
 

Transport Assessment and Transport Statement 

 
4.10 All developments that generate significant numbers of vehicular movements 

are required to be supported by a transport assessment or transport statement, 

in accordance with Policy DM9. Transport assessments are thorough 

assessments of the transport implications of development, and transport 

statements are a ‘lighter- touch’ evaluation to be used where this would be 

Sport England Playing Fields Policy   

National Planning Policy Framework   

National Planning Practice Guidance  

https://www.sportengland.org/playingfieldspolicy/
https://www.sportengland.org/playingfieldspolicy/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
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more proportionate to the potential impact of the development (i.e., in the case 

of development with anticipated limited transport impacts).  

 

4.11 Table PDP1 of the Leicestershire Highway Design Guide identifies the types 

of development and the relevant thresholds for which a transport statement 

and/or transport assessment would be required as part of an application. 

Detailed guidance in relation to what would be required to be included within a 

Transport Assessment or Statement is included in the Leicestershire Highways 

Design Guide Appendix C – Assessing the transport impacts of development 

proposals. 

 

4.12 It would be beneficial if the need for a transport assessment or statement, and 

its scope, is discussed with the County Council’s Planning and Highways 

teams at the earliest opportunity. This approach is strongly recommended 

within the Leicestershire Highway Design Guide and Manual for Streets. 

 

Further Guidance  

 

 
 

Draft Travel Plans 

 
4.13 Where a development will generate significant amounts of movements a travel 

plan should be provided to accompany the application (NPPF paragraph 118). 

A travel plan is a long-term management strategy that seeks to deliver 

sustainable transport objectives. It will normally be prepared alongside a 

transport assessment/statement.  

 

4.14 Travel plans identify the specific required outcomes, targets, and measures, 

and set clear future monitoring and management arrangements all of which 

should be proportionate. They also consider what additional measures may be 

required to offset unacceptable impacts if the targets are not capable of being 

met. Table PDP1 of the Leicestershire Highway Design Guide identifies the 

National Planning Policy Framework - Chapter 9. Promoting Sustainable 

Transport    

Planning Practice Guidance – Travel Plans, Transport Assessments and 

Statements   

Manual for Streets  

Leicestershire Highways Design Guide 

Strategic road network and the delivery of sustainable development (Dec 

2022)   

 

https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1072722/Essex_Manual_for_Streets_Redacted.pdf
https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/9-promoting-sustainable-transport
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/9-promoting-sustainable-transport
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-plans-transport-assessments-and-statements
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-plans-transport-assessments-and-statements
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7e0035ed915d74e6223743/pdfmanforstreets.pdf
https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/
https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-road-network-and-the-delivery-of-sustainable-development/strategic-road-network-and-the-delivery-of-sustainable-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-road-network-and-the-delivery-of-sustainable-development/strategic-road-network-and-the-delivery-of-sustainable-development
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types of development and the relevant thresholds for which travel plans would 

be required as part of an application.  

 

4.15 Further guidance in relation to what is advised to be included within a Travel 

Plan is included in the Leicestershire Highways Design Guide Appendix C – 

Assessing the transport impacts of development proposals. 

 
Further Guidance  
 

 

Parking Provision 

 
4.16 All applications that require the provision of new and additional parking 

facilities or ones which would result in the loss of parking should provide 
parking provision information, in accordance with NPPF Chapter 9: Promoting 
sustainable transport and Leicestershire Highways Design Guide. It would be 
beneficial if parking provision is provided as part of a transport assessment or 
statement (see above) and is discussed with the County Council’s Planning 
and Highways teams at the earliest opportunity. 

Further Guidance  
 

 
 

Planning Obligations – Draft Head of Terms 

 
4.17 Planning obligations are legal obligations entered into to mitigate the impacts 

of a development. A planning obligation may be sought where a requirement 

is identified that cannot be met by the imposition of a planning condition. 

Planning obligations must only be sought were they meet all of the three tests 

as set out in the CIL Regulations and paragraph 58 of the NPPF – a) necessary 

to make the development acceptable in planning terms; b) directly related to 

National Planning Policy Framework - Chapter 9. Promoting Sustainable 

Transport    

Planning Practice Guidance – Travel Plans, Transport Assessments and 

Statements   

Leicestershire Highways Design Guide 

Assessing transport impacts 

National Planning Policy Framework - Chapter 9. Promoting Sustainable 

Transport    

Leicestershire Highways Design Guide 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/9-promoting-sustainable-transport
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/9-promoting-sustainable-transport
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-plans-transport-assessments-and-statements
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-plans-transport-assessments-and-statements
https://resources.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/leicestershire-highway-design-guide
https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/highway-development-management/preparing-development-proposals/assessing-transport-impacts
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/9-promoting-sustainable-transport
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/9-promoting-sustainable-transport
https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/


      Leicestershire County Council Local Validation Requirements   18 

the development; and c) fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the 

development. 

 

4.18 A planning obligation can be entered into under section 106 of the Town and 

Country Planning Act 1990 by a person with an interest in the land and the 

County Council; or via a unilateral undertaking entered into by a person with 

an interest in the land without the County Council. Planning obligations run 

with the land and are legally binding and enforceable. 

 

4.19 Where considered essential by the County Council the draft heads of terms for 

a Section 106 agreement or unilateral undertaking should be provided with the 

submission of a planning application. Draft heads of terms will only be required 

for validation purposes where this has been made clear during discussions at 

the pre-application stage.  

Further Guidance  
 

 

Flood Risk Assessment 
 

4.20 A site-specific Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) is required to be provided for all 

development in Flood Zones 2 and 3. In Flood Zone 1, an assessment should 

accompany all proposals involving: sites of 1 hectare or more; land which has 

been identified by the Environment Agency as having critical drainage 

problems; land identified in a strategic flood risk assessment as being at 

increased flood risk in the future; or land that may be subject to other sources 

of flooding, where its development would introduce a more vulnerable use 

(NPPF, page 51 footnote 63).  

 

4.21 Where an FRA is being prepared by the applicant, it is recommended that this 

is carried out in consultation with the County Council (as the Lead Local Flood 

Authority – LLFA), the Environment Agency and the Internal Drainage Board 

where appropriate.  

 

4.22 The purpose of the FRA is to consider the risk to the development from all 

forms of flooding, and the risk to others as a result of the development. It is 

also advised that the FRA demonstrate how these risks will be managed now, 

and in the future, taking climate change into account.  

 

4.23 The FRA is required to include a sequential test where necessary (Paragraphs 

172 - 177 of the NPPF (Dec 2024). A sequential test ensures that a sequential 

approach is followed to steer new development to areas with the lowest 

National Planning Policy Framework - Planning Obligations – Chapter 4. Decision 

Making 

National Planning Practice Guidance - Planning Obligations 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-obligations
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probability of flooding (Flood Zone 1). Where there are no reasonably available 

sites in Flood Zone 1, local planning authorities in their decision making are 

required to take into account the flood risk vulnerability of land uses and 

consider reasonably available sites in Flood Zone 2, applying the exception 

test if required (Paragraph 178 - 180 of the NPPF (December 2024)). 

 

4.24 Only where there are no reasonably available sites in Flood Zones 1 or 2 

should the suitability of Flood Zone 3 be considered. It is recognised that 

mineral deposits have to be worked where they are (and sand and gravel 

extraction is defined as ‘water compatible development’, acknowledging that 

these deposits are often in flood risk areas).  

 

4.25 The FRA should also seek to include a surface water management systems 

strategy, including Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). Early consultation 

with the LLFA is advisable.  

 

4.26 A sustainable approach is the preferred approach to be taken to the discharge 

of surface water following the sequential preference: (i) soakaway; (ii) 

watercourse; (iii) mains drainage. Where a less sustainable form of surface 

water drainage is proposed, the applicant is encouraged to demonstrate why 

a more sustainable method of surface water drainage cannot be used.  

Further Guidance  
 

 

Hydrological and Hydrogeological Assessment 

 
4.27 For minerals and/or waste related development proposals where dewatering 

is proposed or where proposals may affect the water table or surface water 

flows, hydrological and/or hydrogeological assessments should be submitted 

as part of the application.  

 

4.28 The assessment typically includes the calculations of the extent and volumes 

of dewatering. Information to support this may need to include details of 

topography and surface drainage, artificial ground, superficial deposits, 

landslip deposits, rockhead depths, bedrock geology and details of any 

borehole reports including any information about both licensed and unlicensed 

abstractions.  

 

National Planning Policy Framework - Meeting the challenge of climate change, 

flooding and coastal change  

National Planning Practice Guidance - Flood Risk and Coastal Change 

Leicestershire County Council Flooding and Drainage  

Environment Agency   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/4-decision-making#para56
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/4-decision-making#para56
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-and-coastal-change
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/flooding-and-drainage
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
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4.29 Applicants are advised to aim to identify the natural water table including its 

depth, source catchment areas and characteristics. Conditions of the potential 

impact upon any wetland (surface or groundwater) dependant ecological sites 

is also to be included.  

 

4.30 The assessment is required to show whether any third parties would be 

affected by dewatering. Where investigations show that dewatering is likely to 

have an impact on public or private water supplies, waterbodies or water 

courses, details of mitigation measures are required to be included in the 

application (e.g., recharging).  

 

4.31 Details of proposed methods of dewatering and proposed methods of water 

disposal are to be provided. Applicants should also include proposed measure 

to control potential pollution to protect ground and surface water and also give 

an indication of any necessary drainage and flood control measures, and 

proposed monitoring measures, including any requirements for the provision 

of settlement lagoons; the way in which surface water is to be disposed of; the 

avoidance of impairing drainage from adjoining areas; and the prevention of 

material entering open watercourses.                                        . 

 

Further Guidance 
 

 

Land Contamination Survey 
 

4.32 An appropriate contaminated land assessment is required to be submitted with 

any application where it is stated on the planning application form that land is 

known and/or suspected to be contaminated or the proposed use would be 

vulnerable to the presence of contamination.  

 

4.33 A desktop study to establish the extent of contamination and the proposed 

remedial works will be required in support of all planning applications involving 

sites which have previously been used for industrial purposes, landfill, or other 

potentially contaminating uses.  

 

4.34 Where contamination is known to exist more detailed investigation will be 

required to be carried out to support the application. This document is 

encouraged to aim to demonstrate whether the site is suitable for the proposed 

use considering pollution from previous uses and any measures for mitigation.  

 

4.35 Applications involving works to school buildings known, or suspected, to 

contain asbestos are to be identified as such on the planning application 

forms and include, as a minimum, a desk top study. If the desk top study 

National Planning Policy Framework  

National Planning Practice Guidance – Minerals 

Link to National Planning Practice Guidance – Minerals 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/4-decision-making#para56
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/minerals
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/minerals
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identifies that further investigation is critical to the determination of the 

application (i.e., could not be the subject of a planning condition) an 

investigation will be required to enable the validation of the application.  

 

4.36 Please refer to National Planning Practice guidance (link below) for further 

guidance. In addition: Policy M9 for derelict or contaminated land or the 

remediation of coal mining legacy issues; and Policy W5 for proposals 

involving the locating of waste facilities on previously contaminated land. 

 

 

Further Guidance 

 

 

 Tree Survey / Arboricultural Report 
 

4.37 Where a proposal involves work that affect any trees or hedgerows within Or 

adjacent to the application site, the position, species, spread and roots of trees 

should be shown accurately on a plan. Any trees which are to be felled or are 

otherwise affected by the proposed development are also to be identified. Tree 

reports should conform to BS 5837 : 2012 – Trees in relation to Design, 

Demolition and Construction Recommendations. At the time of writing, a draft 

revision of BS 5837 has been published, with a final version expected before 

the end of 2025. The revised version will shift from being a set of 

recommendations to a Code of Practice.  

 

4.38 Trees that are protected by a Leicestershire County Council tree preservation 

order should be identified in the relevant sections of the application form and 

on the location plan. 

 

4.39 The Leicestershire Highways Design Guide (HDG) is, at the time of writing, 

has commissioned work from the Association of Directors of Environment, 

Economy, Planning and Transport (ADEPT) and is due to publish a Value of 

Trees Toolkit which will help when  assessing the following: 

 

• how to select the right tree species for specific locations 

• information about the monetary value of different tree species in terms 

of the ecosystem services they provide (carbon storage and 

sequestration, managing flooding and air pollution) 

• life cycle costs of trees (the cost of looking after trees over their lifetime) 

• and best practice guidance on how to procure, plant and maintain trees 

so that they thrive 

National Planning Policy Framework Chapter 15. Conserving and enhancing the 

natural environment – Ground conditions and pollution  

National Planning Practice Guidance – Land affected by contamination  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/land-affected-by-contamination
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4.40 Please check the HDG Value of Trees and The Leicestershire Tree Charter 

for reference. 

 

4.41 To avoid damage to trees, the National Joint Utilities Group Guidelines 

operatives handout should be followed. 

 

4.42 For large scale proposals, or those on sites with significant tree coverage, it 

may be appropriate to submit a detailed tree survey and Arboricultural report 

with the application. The report is generally required to assess the impacts on 

trees affected, their health, their value to local amenity and how tree loss / 

damage will be mitigated. The location of any trees within adjacent sites, 

including highway trees, which may be affected by the application, are also 

advised to be shown. Information regarding which trees are to be retained and 

the means of protecting retained trees during construction works could also be 

included. The information would benefit by being prepared by a suitably 

qualified and experienced arboriculturist.                                       . 

Further Guidance 

 

 
 

 National Planning Policy Framework - Chapter 12 Achieving well designed 

places and Chapter 15 Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment  

Planning Guidance: Ancient woodland, ancient trees and veteran trees: advice 

for making planning decisions 

Woodland Trust: Ancient Woodland guidance 

Tree Preservation Orders and trees in conservation areas  

Leicestershire Tree Management Strategy-2020-2025  

Forestry Commission  

BS 5837:2012 Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction - 

Recommendations (under review) 

The National Joint Utilities Group: Guidelines for the planning, installation and 
maintenance of utility apparatus in proximity to trees - issue 2 
 
Standard BS 5837 draft consultation 

LCC Apply for permission to work on a protected tree 

The Leicestershire Tree Charter 

LCC Tree Management Strategy 

 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/tree-for-every-person/tree-charter-and-our-tree-management-strategy
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2021/11/30/Leicestershire-tree-charter.pdf
https://streetworks.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/V4-Trees-Issue-2-Operatives-Handout.pdf
https://streetworks.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/V4-Trees-Issue-2-Operatives-Handout.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-ancient-trees-and-veteran-trees-advice-for-making-planning-decisions
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-ancient-trees-and-veteran-trees-advice-for-making-planning-decisions
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/habitats/ancient-woodland/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2021/2/16/Tree-Management-Strategy-2020-2025.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/forestry-commission
https://knowledge.bsigroup.com/products/trees-in-relation-to-design-demolition-and-construction-recommendations?version=standard
https://knowledge.bsigroup.com/products/trees-in-relation-to-design-demolition-and-construction-recommendations?version=standard
https://streetworks.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/V4-Trees-Issue-2-Operatives-Handout.pdf
https://streetworks.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/V4-Trees-Issue-2-Operatives-Handout.pdf
https://standardsdevelopment.bsigroup.com/committees/50000595
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/tree-for-every-person/apply-for-permission-to-work-on-a-protected-tree
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2021/11/30/Leicestershire-tree-charter.pdf
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/tree-for-every-person/tree-charter-and-our-tree-management-strategy
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Heritage Statement 
 

4.43 A Heritage Statement is to be submitted with all planning applications where 

the development may affect heritage assets, either directly or indirectly. 

Heritage assets include Listed Buildings, Conservation Areas, Scheduled 

Ancient Monuments, Registered Battlefields, Registered Parks and Gardens, 

sites of archaeological interest and assets of heritage interest identified by the 

County Council. This requirement also applies to non-designated heritage 

assets, such as buildings of ‘local interest’. 

 

4.44 A Heritage Statement is generally required to describe the significance of the 

heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their setting and 

the effect of the development on the assets. The level of detail is to be 

proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more than is sufficient to 

understand the potential impact on the proposal on the assets’ significance.  

 

4.45 Please refer to Policies DM8 and DM12. Leicestershire County Council’s 

Heritage team can be contacted for further advice and guidance. Additional 

advice can be obtained from conservation officers within the relevant District 

or Borough Council.                         .  

 

Further Guidance  

 

 

Archaeological Assessment 
 

4.46 Applicants submitting proposals which could potentially impact upon sites of 

archaeological interest will be required to undertake an archaeological 

assessment and where necessary carry out further archaeological 

investigations to allow the significance of the archaeology to be understood. 

The result of this work is required to be included within the application to enable 

the County Council’s Heritage team to understand the significance of any 

potential impacts upon archaeology, in accordance with policy DM8.  

 

4.47 The level of assessment required will depend on the archaeological potential 

and sensitivity of the site. Advice is available from the County Council’s 

National Planning Policy Framework - Chapter 16 Conserving and Enhancing 

the Historic Environment  

National Planning Practice Guidance – Historic Environment  

Leicestershire Minerals & Waste Local Plan (policies DM8 and DM12) 

Historic England Statements of Heritage Significance: Analysing Significance in 

Heritage Assets - Advice Note 12   

Leicestershire Historic Environment Record   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2019/10/3/Leicestershire-Minerals-and-Waste-Local-Plan-Up-to-2031-Adopted-2019.pdf
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/statements-heritage-significance-advice-note-12/heag279-statements-heritage-significance/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/statements-heritage-significance-advice-note-12/heag279-statements-heritage-significance/
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/history-and-heritage/historic-environment-record
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Heritage team (details below) and early engagement is recommended if there 

are any uncertainties over submission requirements. Documentation to 

support the application should be submitted in accordance with policy advice 

set out in the National Planning Policy Framework. 

Further Guidance  

 

 

Applications within the National Forest  
 

4.48 The National Forest is an ambitious environmental project that has been 

creating a new forest across 200 square miles of central England since 1995. 

New green infrastructure has been secured through the planning system by 

way of onsite tree planting, mineral and waste disposal site restoration and 

derelict land reclamation schemes or through financial contributions 

 

4.49 The National Forest Strategy and an approved Community Forest Plan may 

be a material consideration in deciding planning applications and planning 

applications that fall within the National Forest should demonstrate how 

planting can be accommodated within the development. 

 

4.50 Developers are encouraged to create sustainable, design-led schemes that 

reflect local character and the site’s location within the National Forest and 

should seek to produce assessments that meet requirements contained within 

the Code for Sustainable Homes, BREEAM and Building for Life.  

 

4.51 It is advisable to consider how a proposal will incorporate green infrastructure 

early in the application process to ensure compliance with Policy DM3: 

Strategic Green Infrastructure and Policy DM12: Restoration, Aftercare and 

After-use. This can be through engaging with the County Council’s 

preapplication service, prior to submitting an application. 

 

 

 

National Planning Policy Framework - Chapter 16 Conserving and Enhancing 

the Historic Environment   

National Planning Practice Guidance - Historic Environment   

Historic England   

Historic England Advice Note 17 

Leicestershire Minerals & Waste Local Plan (Policy DM8) 

Historic Environment Record  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/planning-archaeology-advice-note-17/
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2019/10/3/Leicestershire-Minerals-and-Waste-Local-Plan-Up-to-2031-Adopted-2019.pdf
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/history-and-heritage/historic-environment-record
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Further Guidance  

 

Applications within the River Mease Special Area of Conservation 

(SAC)  
 

Habitats Regulations Assessment (Appropriate Assessment) 

 

4.52 The River Mease (including its tributary the Gilwiskaw Brook) is designated as 

a Special Area of Conservation (SAC), a European level designation, as well 

as a Site of Special Scientific Interest. Within the River Mease SAC there are 

issues with water quality which suffers from high phosphate levels. 

 

4.53 To ensure accordance with Policy DM7: Sites of Biodiversity / Geodiversity 

Interest, all new development within the river Mease SAC should consider the 

River Mease Water Quality Management Plan and that there will be no 

significant adverse impact upon the SAC, detailing any appropriate mitigation 

measures. Detailed information about drainage, both surface and foul water, 

should be included in order for an Appropriate Assessment to be prepared 

once sufficient evidence has been submitted. 

Further Guidance  

 

 

Noise and Vibration Assessment 
 

4.54 A noise impact assessment is required to be submitted with all applications for 

potentially noisy developments and uses where these uses are likely to raise 

National Forest Guide for Developers and Planners 

The National Forest  

Link to National Planning Practice Guidance - Natural Environment  

Leicestershire Minerals & Waste Local Plan (Policy DM3 and DM12) 

Leicestershire Minerals & Waste Local Plan (Policy DM8) 

River Mease Water Quality Management Plan 

DEFRA River Mease Operational Catchment 

Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) Special Areas of Conservation 

- River Mease  

North West Leicestershire River Mease Standing Advice to LPAs 

https://www.nationalforest.org/sites/default/files/components/downloads/files/Planners%20Guide%202018.pdf
https://www.nationalforest.org/about/partner-with-us/developers-and-planners
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/natural-environment
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2019/10/3/Leicestershire-Minerals-and-Waste-Local-Plan-Up-to-2031-Adopted-2019.pdf
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2019/10/3/Leicestershire-Minerals-and-Waste-Local-Plan-Up-to-2031-Adopted-2019.pdf
https://rivermease.co.uk/how-we-work/nutrient-reduction/
https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/OperationalCatchment/3303/print
https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0030258
https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0030258
https://www.nwleics.gov.uk/files/documents/river_mease_standing_advice_advice_to_local_planning_authorities_natural_england_january_2022/River%20Mease%20standing%20advice%20Jan%202022%20Final.pdf
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issues of disturbance to the occupants of nearby existing buildings (and in 

certain circumstances noise sensitive species/habitat).  

 

4.55 Proposals for noise sensitive uses (such as a school or care home) close to 

existing sources of noise are advised to submit a noise impact assessment 

please. These are to be prepared by a suitably qualified acoustician and should 

include information on existing and proposed noise levels (including night-time 

noise where relevant) and where appropriate recommend a scheme of 

measures to mitigate noise impact.  

 

4.56 With regard to minerals development, the NPPF recognises that some noisy 

short-term activities, which may otherwise be regarded as unacceptable, are 

unavoidable to facilitate mineral extraction. Specific guidance on noise 

emissions from mineral activities is set out in the Planning Practice Guidance. 

 

4.57 In relation to all applications for mineral, major industrial and commercial 

development that introduce or expose vibration-sensitive development(s) into 

areas and locations where vibration is likely to have an adverse impact upon 

amenity of surrounding occupiers a vibration survey would be required to be 

submitted. Vibration surveys are recommended to be conducted having regard 

to the advice set out in detail in the below documents. 

 

4.58 The following Local Plan policies may relevant, depending upon the proposal: 

 

• Policy M10: Conventional and Unconventional Hydrocarbons (Oil and 

gas) 

• Policy DM1: Sustainable Development 

• Policy DM2: Local Environment and Community Protection 

 

 

Further Guidance  

(see next page) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/minerals
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Air Quality Assessment 
 

4.59 Proposed developments that impact on air quality or are potential pollutants 

are to be supported by an Air Quality Assessment indicating the change in air 

quality resulting from the proposed development, details of sensitive 

receptors/locations, the methodology used for assessing impact and the 

proposed mitigation measures. Air Quality Assessments will be required where 

a proposed development would release emissions (e.g., a facility where a fuel 

source is combusted, such as waste incinerator); where dust would be emitted; 

where there is an increase in vehicular movements (particularly HGVs); or 

where ‘sensitive receptors’, such as a school, would be introduced in an area 

of poor air quality. Specific guidance on the impacts of dust emissions from 

minerals development is provided in the Planning Practice Guidance.  

 

4.60 In certain circumstances, it will also be necessary to consider the impact of 

emissions and dust on habitat within an Air Quality Assessment, particularly 

where there are nationally or internationally designated sites which could be 

affected by a proposed development.        

 

4.61 Please refer to Policy DM2: Local Environment and Community Protection in 

addition to the relevant waste policies set out within the Local Plan.                                    

. 

Further Guidance 

(see next page) 

National Planning Practice Guidance - Minerals   

Leicestershire County Council – Minerals and Waste Local Plan Policy DM1: 

Sustainable Development (p68)  

DEFRA - Explaining the Noise Maps 

BS 4142:2014+A1:2019 – Method for rating and assessing industrial and 

commercial sound  

BS 6472: 2008 ‘Guide to Evaluation of human exposure to vibration in 

buildings   

District / Borough Council Environmental Health Officers (see individual Local 

Authority websites) 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/minerals
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2019/10/3/Leicestershire-Minerals-and-Waste-Local-Plan-Up-to-2031-Adopted-2019.pdf
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2019/10/3/Leicestershire-Minerals-and-Waste-Local-Plan-Up-to-2031-Adopted-2019.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-noise-mapping-2022/explaining-the-2022-noise-maps
https://clementacoustics.co.uk/acoustic-consultancy/noise-impact-assessment-services/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21154072206&gbraid=0AAAAAD783g39SFo9Gub2w7wY56q--7-TE&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIpOjhsNrLjwMV65NQBh1ncwiLEAAYASAAEgK9a_D_BwE
https://clementacoustics.co.uk/acoustic-consultancy/noise-impact-assessment-services/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21154072206&gbraid=0AAAAAD783g39SFo9Gub2w7wY56q--7-TE&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIpOjhsNrLjwMV65NQBh1ncwiLEAAYASAAEgK9a_D_BwE
https://gat04-live-1517c8a4486c41609369c68f30c8-aa81074.divio-media.org/filer_public/db/ef/dbef2567-1335-4764-9164-e436628f0dc2/nr73_bs6472_1-2008_guide_to_evaluation_of_human_exposure_to_vibration_in_buildings.pdf
https://gat04-live-1517c8a4486c41609369c68f30c8-aa81074.divio-media.org/filer_public/db/ef/dbef2567-1335-4764-9164-e436628f0dc2/nr73_bs6472_1-2008_guide_to_evaluation_of_human_exposure_to_vibration_in_buildings.pdf
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Health Impact Assessment (HIA) Screening 
 

4.62 To comply with Policy DM2: Local Environment and Community Protection, a 

Health Impact Assessment (HIA) may be required. A HIA aims to predict the 

health outcomes that arise as a result of a planning proposal on a population. 

A HIA should aim to enhance the positive aspects of a proposal through 

assessment, while avoiding or minimising any negative impacts, with particular 

emphasis on disadvantaged sections of communities that might be affected. 

 

4.63 Where required, a HIA should be completed on the Leicestershire County 

Council’s template which is located on: 
 

https://resources.leicestershire.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing/health-impact-

assessments 

 
4.64 HIA Screening is a process to determine the scale of health and wellbeing 

impacts generated by the development proposal. HIA screening should be 

provided for all major developments, including the following: 

 

• the winning and working of minerals or the use of land for mineral-working 

deposits;  

• waste development;  

• relevant developments where the provision of a building or buildings 

where the floor space to be created by the development is 1,000 square 

metres or more; or  

Link to National Planning Policy Framework (paragraph 199)  

Link to National Planning Practice Guidance - Minerals   

Link to UK Air Pollution Information System (APIS)   

District / Borough Council Environmental Health Officers (see individual council 

websites) 

 

• Blaby District Council 

• Charnwood Borough Council 

• Harborough District Council 

• Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council 

• Melton Borough Council 

• North West Leicestershire District Council 

• Oadby & Wigston Borough Council 

 

https://resources.leicestershire.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing/health-impact-assessments
https://resources.leicestershire.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing/health-impact-assessments
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/minerals
https://www.apis.ac.uk/
https://www.blaby.gov.uk/environmental-issue/waste-and-environment/air-quality/
https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/airqualitystrategy
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/info/20025/environmental_health/101/air_quality
https://www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk/info/413/air_quality
https://www.melton.gov.uk/environmental-issues/waste-and-environment/air-quality/
https://www.nwleics.gov.uk/pages/air_quality
https://www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk/pages/air_quality
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• relevant developments carried out on a site having an area of 1 hectare 

or more. 

 

4.65 It is advised that the HIA screening is undertaken at an early stage, ideally 

before a planning application has been submitted. Early dialogue with the 

County Planning Authority (such as through pre-application advice) will help 

establish the need and content of a potential HIA whilst minimising any delay 

in the planning application process. 

 
4.66 HIA Screening should be undertaken and submitted to the County Planning 

Authority by the applicant. If the screening exercise identifies health and 

wellbeing impacts on the local population, the applicant may be asked to 

undertake and submit a full HIA.  

Further Guidance 

 

Sunlight / Daylight / Lighting Assessment 

 
4.67 Sunlight/daylight assessments are to be undertaken and submitted for all 

applications where there is a potential adverse impact upon current levels of 

sunlight/daylight enjoyed by adjoining properties or buildings, including their 

gardens or amenity space.  

 

4.68 Where significant external lighting is proposed as part of a development (for 

instance, floodlighting of a Multi-Use Games Area) it is recommended that the 

application includes details of siting, height, design and position of the lighting 

and an assessment of light spill/trespass.   

 

4.69 In certain circumstances, it will also be necessary to consider the impact of 

lighting on species and habitat, particularly where there are nationally or 

internationally designated sites and/or protected species which could 

potentially be affected by a proposed development. 

 

Further Guidance 

 

 

Link to National Planning Policy Framework (Section 8: Promoting 

Healthy and Safe Communities)  

Dept. of Health - Health Impact Assessment Tools  

LCC Public Health Strategy 

National Planning Policy Framework (paragraph 198)  

National Planning Practice Guidance - Light Pollution  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1182995/NPPF_Sept_23.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1182995/NPPF_Sept_23.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7c0c6eed915d01ba1cacfe/dh_120106.pdf
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing/public-health-strategy
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/light-pollution
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Rights of Way (footpaths / bridleways and byways) 
 

4.70 Proposals which affect a public right of way, even temporarily during 

construction phases, within or adjacent to an application site should seek to 

identify this on submitted plans. Proposed plans are to show any envisaged 

diversions/alternative routes and a statement outlining the details including, 

where appropriate, the steps to be taken to comply with any legal requirement 

to stop up or divert the right of way is also recommended to be submitted. This 

can be addressed as part of the Transport Assessment / Statement where 

appropriate. Early consultation with the County Council’s Public Rights of Way 

Team is recommended please if there are any queries over what is required to  

 accompany the application.                                           .   

 

 

Further Guidance 

 

 
 

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) 

 
4.71 Landscape and Visual Impact Assessments should be provided for all 

developments which would be likely to have an impact on the character of the 

local landscape and visual amenity. For guidance, the applicant should refer 

to “Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, third edition 

(GLVIA3) 2013” and notes of clarification (updateLITGN-2024-01, published 

August 2024), the Landscape Institute (LI) Technical Guidance Note – 'Visual 

Representation of Development Proposals' (TGN 06/19) (under review at the 

time of writing), and TGN 02-21: Assessing landscape value outside national 

designations. Early consultation with the Planning Team and the County 

Council’s Landscape Architect is welcomed. Natural England have developed 

the National Character Areas (NCAs), which  applicants can use to assess 

impacts to the landscape from development. 

 

 

 

 

National Planning Practice Guidance – Open space, sports and recreation 

facilities, public rights of way and local green space  

Policy DM10: Public Rights of Way (p88) 

Leicestershire County Council Public Rights of Way Team – 

footpaths@leics.gov.uk 

 

https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/technical/glvia3-panel/
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/technical/glvia3-panel/
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/visualisation/
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/visualisation/
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/publication/tgn-02-21-assessing-landscape-value-outside-national-designations/
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/publication/tgn-02-21-assessing-landscape-value-outside-national-designations/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making/national-character-area-profiles#ncas-in-east-midlands
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-local-green-space
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-local-green-space
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2019/10/3/Leicestershire-Minerals-and-Waste-Local-Plan-Up-to-2031-Adopted-2019.pdf
mailto:footpaths@leics.gov.uk
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Further Guidance 
 

 

 

Economic Statement 

 
4.72 Any application that proposes new employment uses or would result in the loss 

of existing employment uses or change the use of a site or building which is 

allocated for employment in the Development Plan should be accompanied by 

an Economic Statement. Where modest numbers of jobs are affected, this can 

be included within the Planning Statement. 

 

4.73 It is recommended that the supporting statement please detail the following: 

 

• existing and proposed job numbers by FTE; 

• description of existing and proposed job types; 

• proposed use (where known); 

• relative floorspace for each proposed use (where known) 

• any community benefits; 

• reference to any wider impacts (positive and negative). 

 

Further Guidance 

 

Link to National Planning Policy Framework Chapter 15. Conserving and 

enhancing the natural environment  

Link to National Planning Practice Guidance – Natural Environment  

Visual Representation of Development Proposals Technical Guidance Note 

06/19 (Under review at the time of writing). 

 Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (GLVIA3); to be 

read alongside the link below: 

 Notes and clarifications on aspects of guidelines for landscapes and visual 

impact assessment third edition (GLVIA3) 

Natural England National Character Area (NCAs) 

Leicestershire County Council Public Rights of Way Team – 

footpaths@leics.gov.uk 

 

 

National Planning Policy Framework – Section 6. Building a strong competitive 

economy  

Leicestershire Minerals & Waste Local Plan (up to 2031) spatial vision and 

strategic objectives p10-11 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/natural-environment
https://landscapewpstorage01.blob.core.windows.net/www-landscapeinstitute-org/2019/09/LI_TGN-06-19_Visual_Representation.pdf
https://landscapewpstorage01.blob.core.windows.net/www-landscapeinstitute-org/2019/09/LI_TGN-06-19_Visual_Representation.pdf
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/technical/glvia3-panel/
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/LITGN-2024-01-GLVIA3-NC_Aug-2024.pdf
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/LITGN-2024-01-GLVIA3-NC_Aug-2024.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making/national-character-area-profiles#ncas-in-east-midlands
mailto:footpaths@leics.gov.uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2019/10/3/Leicestershire-Minerals-and-Waste-Local-Plan-Up-to-2031-Adopted-2019.pdf
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2019/10/3/Leicestershire-Minerals-and-Waste-Local-Plan-Up-to-2031-Adopted-2019.pdf
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Aerodrome Safeguarding Assessment 

 
4.74 For any development involving buildings or works which would infringe on 

protected surfaces, obscure runway approach lights or have the potential to 

affect the performance of navigation aids, radio aids or telecom systems, an 

Aerodrome Safeguarding Assessment should be submitted to ensure 

accordance with Policy DM2: Local Environment and Community Protection. 

This is a particularly important issue for development in close proximity to East 

Midlands Airport. 

 

4.75 Lighting and other development such as solar power systems or wind turbines 

that have the potential to distract pilots, and development with landscape 

schemes that have the potential to increase bird hazard risk would also require 

the submission of an Aerodrome Safeguarding Assessment. 

 

Further Guidance 

 

 

 

Land Stability / Coal Mining Risk Assessment 
 

4.76 The effects of land instability may result in landslides, subsidence or ground 

heave. Failing to deal with this issue could cause harm to human health, local 

property and associated infrastructure and the wider environment. If land 

stability could be an issue, developers should seek appropriate technical and 

environmental expert advice to assess the likely consequences of proposed 

development on sites where subsidence, landslides and ground compression 

is known or suspected.  

 

4.77 A preliminary assessment of ground instability is advised to be carried out at 

the earliest possible stage before a detailed planning application is prepared. 

Applicants should ensure that any necessary investigations are undertaken to 

ascertain that their site is, and will remain, stable or can be made so as part of 

its development. A site is required to be assessed in the context of surrounding 

areas where subsidence, landslides and land compression could threaten the 

development within its anticipated life or damage neighbouring land or 

Link to Aviation Policy Framework - Safeguarding (paragraphs 5.8 – 5.10)  

 

Link to DfT/ODPM Circular 1/2003 - advice to local planning authorities on 

safeguarding aerodromes and military explosives storage areas  

Link to Leicestershire Minerals and Waste Local Plan (Paragraphs 5.21-5.23)  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/153776/aviation-policy-framework.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-aerodromes-technical-sites-and-military-explosives-storage-areas
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-aerodromes-technical-sites-and-military-explosives-storage-areas
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2019/10/3/Leicestershire-Minerals-and-Waste-Local-Plan-Up-to-2031-Adopted-2019.pdf
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property. Such information should be provided to the County Council in the 

form of a land stability or slope stability risk assessment report.  

 

4.78 Coalfields are divided into high and low risk areas. A high-risk area is where 

there are hazards that are likely to affect new development. Planning 

applications for proposals involving built development or disturbance to the 

ground in Development High Risk Areas, as defined by the Mining 

Remediation Authority should be accompanied by a Coal Mining Risk 

Assessment. Further information can be found on the Mining Remediation 

Authority website including an interactive map showing the extent of the 

referral area and the information required for inclusion in the Coal Mining Risk 

Assessment.  

 

4.79 If the development is subject to the EIA process it is suggested that the Coal 

Mining Risk Assessment is incorporated into the Environmental Statement. 

Applications in low-risk areas need not be accompanied by a Coal Mining Risk 

Assessment.  

 

Further Guidance 

 

 

Agricultural Land Classification 

 
4.80 Should the proposal involve the disturbance of existing agricultural land, 

details of the Agricultural Land Classification are to be identified within the 

application. Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land (BMVAL) is defined as 

Grades 1, 2 and 3a of the Agricultural Land Classification. Where such land is 

affected by the proposed development a statement should be provided as part 

of an application justifying why the land is needed as well as confirming what 

the intended restored grade the land would be. The applicant should refer to 

Natural England guidance  

Further Guidance 

(see next page) 

National Planning Practice Guidance – Land stability  

The Mining Remediation Authority – Planning Applications: Coal Mining Risk 

Assessments   

British Geological Survey   

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/the-coal-authority
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/the-coal-authority
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agricultural-land-assess-proposals-for-development/guide-to-assessing-development-proposals-on-agricultural-land
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/land-stability
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-applications-coal-mining-risk-assessments
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-applications-coal-mining-risk-assessments
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/
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Mineral Assessment 

 
4.81 Non-mineral development within a Minerals Safeguarding Area (as defined by 

Leicestershire County Council’s Minerals and Waste Safeguarding areas) 

should be accompanied by a Mineral Assessment of the effect of the proposed 

development on the mineral resource beneath or adjacent to it (other than for 

development exempt from safeguarding as set out in the Leicestershire 

Minerals and Waste Local Plan).  

 

Further Guidance 

 

Restoration and Aftercare 

 
4.82 All proposals for mineral extraction, except for those applications seeking to 

vary/remove a condition that has no impact on the final restoration/aftercare of 

the site, should be accompanied by plans showing the phasing of working and 

restoration and final restoration plans showing final landform and landscaping 

proposals. For major or more complex proposals, a statement setting out the 

restoration proposals for the land following cessation of operations is 

recommended to accompany the plans.  

 

 

 

National Planning Practice Guidance – Natural Environment  

Natural England Technical Information Note TIN049 Agricultural Land (Dec 

2012)  

Natural England – Guide to reclaiming minerals extraction and landfill sites to 

agriculture (updated April 2022)  

Natural England – Planning and aftercare advice for reclaiming land to 

agricultural use (updated April 2022)  

Natural England: Guide to assessing development proposals on agricultural 

land 

National Planning Policy Framework – Chapter 17. Facilitating the sustainable 

use of minerals  

National Planning Practice Guidance – Minerals  

Leicestershire County Council – Minerals and Waste Local Plan and mineral 

safeguarding areas   

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/natural-environment
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/4424325
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/4424325
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reclaim-minerals-extraction-and-landfill-sites-to-agriculture/guide-to-reclaiming-mineral-extraction-and-landfill-sites-to-agriculture
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reclaim-minerals-extraction-and-landfill-sites-to-agriculture/guide-to-reclaiming-mineral-extraction-and-landfill-sites-to-agriculture
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reclaim-minerals-extraction-and-landfill-sites-to-agriculture/planning-and-aftercare-advice-for-reclaiming-land-to-agricultural-use
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reclaim-minerals-extraction-and-landfill-sites-to-agriculture/planning-and-aftercare-advice-for-reclaiming-land-to-agricultural-use
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agricultural-land-assess-proposals-for-development/guide-to-assessing-development-proposals-on-agricultural-land
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agricultural-land-assess-proposals-for-development/guide-to-assessing-development-proposals-on-agricultural-land
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/minerals
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2019/10/3/Leicestershire-Minerals-and-Waste-Local-Plan-Up-to-2031-Adopted-2019.pdf
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2019/10/3/Leicestershire-Minerals-and-Waste-Local-Plan-Up-to-2031-Adopted-2019.pdf
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Restoration 

 

4.83 It is advised that the statement detail the following where applicable: 

 

• An overall restoration strategy, identifying the proposed after-use of the 

site; 

• Voidspace and total volume and type of fill material (if required) to restore 

the application site alongside filling rates; 

• Phasing of restoration and if it shall be progressive including phasing 

plans to demonstrate this; 

• Information on soil resources, including whether the importation of 

additional soils is required and how topsoil, subsoil, overburden and soil 

making materials are to be handled and their proposed depths; 

• Pre and post settlement contours of the restored area and its relationship 

to surrounding land; 

• Drainage of the restored area to include grading to promote natural 

drainage, surface water catchment, proposed field drains, ditches, 

culverts, sumps and watercourses, direction of low and site drainage plan 

and erosion control measures; 

• Proposals for the removal of buildings, plant, equipment, roads and 

hardstandings; 

• Proposed cultivation techniques, cropping and grazing including an 

assessment of agricultural land classification; 

• Landscape strategy and planting details. Particular care is needed to 

ensure that proposals respect the surrounding landscape character when 

being developed. 

 

Aftercare 

4.84 The aftercare end use of the site can be agriculture, forestry, nature 

conservation, amenity (informal recreation or sport) or other purposes. If the 

proposed after-use is ‘other purposes’ the intended use should be stated. If a 

combined after-use is proposed a plan is recommended to be provided 

showing each proposed after-use and the area in hectares. 

Management / Enhancement 

4.85 It is advised to detail the following where applicable: 
 

• Details of a Management Plan (if the aftercare period is beyond 5 years); 

• Details on what enhancement measures and positive contribution the site 
makes to biodiversity, can be provided on other land within the applicant’s 
control; 
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• Details of interim measures that can take place whilst awaiting final 
restoration. 
 

Further Guidance 

 

Sustainability Statement (Climate Change and Carbon Emissions) 

 
4.86 Planning applications that are likely to give rise to significant environmental 

effects, including through greenhouse gas emissions or the use of energy and 

natural resources, should be accompanied by a Sustainability Statement. 

 

4.87 The Sustainability Statement should explain how the proposed development 

addresses the sustainability objectives set out in Section 2 of the NPPF and 

relevant development plan policies. This should include, as appropriate, 

measures relating to energy efficiency and carbon reduction; waste 

minimisation and recycling; the sustainable use and management of water 

resources; pollution prevention (including from transport); the incorporation of 

green infrastructure and sustainable drainage systems (SuDS); the use of 

sustainable materials; and the mitigation of and adaptation to climate change 

over the lifetime of the development. 

 

4.88 Particular regard should be had to climate adaptation, including how the 

development has been designed to remain safe, functional and resilient under 

changing climatic conditions. This should include consideration of increased 

flood risk, surface water and intense rainfall events, and periods of extreme 

heat, and how these may affect the operation of the development, critical 

infrastructure, and the health, safety and wellbeing of users, occupiers and 

outdoor workers over the lifetime of the scheme. 

 

4.89 Where relevant, the Sustainability Statement should summarise how climate 

adaptation and flood resilience principles have informed the design of the 

proposal. Detailed technical assessment of flood risk, drainage and 

surface water management should be provided separately through a 

Flood Risk Assessment and/or Drainage Strategy, as required by national 

policy and guidance. 

 

4.90 Carbon emissions associated with the proposed development should be 

assessed on a proportionate, whole-life basis. Where relevant, this should 

National Planning Policy Framework – Chapter 17. Facilitating the sustainable 

use of minerals and Section 15. Conserving and enhancing the natural 

environment  

National Planning Practice Guidance – Minerals  

Leicestershire County Council – Minerals and Waste Local Plan (pages 89 - 90)  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/minerals
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2019/10/3/Leicestershire-Minerals-and-Waste-Local-Plan-Up-to-2031-Adopted-2019.pdf
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include Scope 1 (direct), Scope 2 (energy-related) and Scope 3 (indirect 

and downstream) emissions. Sufficient information should be provided to 

enable the County Council to assess the likely climate change impacts of the 

development and the effectiveness of proposed mitigation measures. 

Further Guidance 

 

Statement of Community Involvement  

 
4.91 It is good practice to engage with the community at an early stage of any 

proposed development, but especially ‘major’ development as defined in the 

Development Management Procedure Order. 

 

4.92 Exceptions would include small scale proposals where the potential impact 

would be limited in scale and area. 

 

4.93 The statement is recommended to detail pre-application consultation that has 

taken place and demonstrate how the views of the local community have been 

sought and considered in the formulation of development proposals.  

Further Guidance 

 

Recreation and Open Space Statement 

 
4.94 Government policy seeks to protect and enhance the range of 

recreation/sports facilities that are available which involves both the protection 

of existing facilities and those spaces allocated or identified as suitable for new 

facilities. The statement should provide details of the facility to be lost in terms 

of use, size and condition; an assessment of the facilities to be retained against 

the current standards; and justification as to why the facility is no longer 

required.  

 

4.95 If the development involves the provision of alternative facilities to compensate 

for this loss, details of the replacement facility should be provided, including 

National Planning Policy Framework – Chapter 2. Achieving sustainable 

development  

Leicestershire County Council – Minerals and Waste Local Plan Chapter 5. Policy 

DM1  

Leicestershire County Council Statement of Community Involvement 2022  

The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 

(England) Order 2015 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/contents/made
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2019/10/3/Leicestershire-Minerals-and-Waste-Local-Plan-Up-to-2031-Adopted-2019.pdf
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2019/10/3/Leicestershire-Minerals-and-Waste-Local-Plan-Up-to-2031-Adopted-2019.pdf
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2022/5/18/statement-of-community-involvement.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/contents/made
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details of construction and future maintenance (where appropriate, e.g., 

football pitches). 

 

4.96 In addition to the national validation requirements set out within the 

Government’s Planning Practice Guidance, Sport England recommends that 

planning applications affecting playing field land should provide sport specific 

information in line with Appendix 3. This information will enable Sport England 

to provide a substantive response to applications on which it is consulted. It 

will also aid the County Council to assess an application in light of paragraph 

99 of the NPPF and relevant Local Plan policies. 

 

4.97 Please see Appendix 3 for the recommended requirements for all 

applications. It also indicates the information that Sport England recommends 

should be submitted where an applicant feels their development may meet with 

one of the exceptions to Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy. 

 

Further Guidance 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Planning Policy Framework - Chapter 5: Promoting healthy and safe 

communities 

Sport England - Planning for Sport  

Play England 

 

Sport England - Planning for Sport  

National Planning Policy Framework Paragraph 93 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/733637/National_Planning_Policy_Framework_web_accessible_version.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/733637/National_Planning_Policy_Framework_web_accessible_version.pdf
https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/playing-fields-policy/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/8-promoting-healthy-and-safe-communities
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/8-promoting-healthy-and-safe-communities
https://www.sportengland.org/guidance-and-support/facilities-and-planning/planning-sport
https://www.playengland.org.uk/newsblog/play-england-manifesto-win-nppf-protection-of-formal-play-spaces
https://www.sportengland.org/guidance-and-support/facilities-and-planning/planning-sport
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1182995/NPPF_Sept_23.pdf
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ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE: 
 

Biodiversity Assessment 

 
5.0 Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) became mandatory in England on 12 February 

2024 for major developments, and on 2 April 2024 for small sites. This legal 

requirement stems from Part 6 of the Environment Act 2021, which 

inserted Schedule 7A into the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. It 

mandates that all planning permissions must now include a condition requiring 

a minimum 10% net gain in biodiversity, compared to the pre-development 

state of the site. Such work must be undertaken by a suitable qualified person, 

following nationally recognised guidelines.  

 

5.1 Where a development is exempt from Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG), the 

justification for that exemption should be submitted alongside the planning 

application. Planning Portal application forms have been updated to include a 

mandatory Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) question for all relevant planning 

applications. 

 

5.2 All planning permissions granted in England (with a few exemptions) must 

deliver at least 10% biodiversity net gain. BNG will be measured using Defra 

Biodiversity metric and habitats will need to be secured for at least 30 years. 

The calculation and results of the biodiversity metric should be submitted along 

with a BNG report as part of the application submission. 

 

5.3 The Leicestershire County Council Ecology team has produced an Ecology 

and Biodiversity planning advice template at the end of this document 

(Appendix 2). It is advisable to use this template to ensure that the 

application submission includes all of the information required, thereby 

reducing the need for amendments and further re-consultations.  

 

Habit Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) 

 
5.4 For applications that require a Biodiversity Net Gain assessment, a draft 

Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) may also be required. 

Where relevant, the assessment must demonstrate how the biodiversity gain 

objective (a minimum 10% net gain) will be achieved. This may include: 

 

• A draft Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP), 

• Details of off-site biodiversity units, 

• Evidence of legal agreements (e.g. Section 106 or conservation covenant) 

securing gains for a minimum of 30 years. 

 

 

https://www.planningportal.co.uk/planning/planning-applications
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-net-gain-exempt-developments
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-metric-calculate-the-biodiversity-net-gain-of-a-project-or-development
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-metric-calculate-the-biodiversity-net-gain-of-a-project-or-development
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HMMP Clarification 

 

5.5 A draft HMMP is not required for every application. However, it is expected 

where: 

 

• Significant onsite or offsite biodiversity enhancements are proposed, 

• Off-site biodiversity units are used, 

• The Local Planning Authority (LPA) requests it to support the discharge of 

the biodiversity gain condition. 

 

5.6 An HMMP may be necessary to demonstrate how biodiversity gains will be 

delivered and maintained over the required 30-year period. The HMMP should 

outline habitat creation and management measures, monitoring 

arrangements, and contingency actions if targets are not met. 

 

 

  

Local Nature Recovery Strategy 

 
5.7 Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRSs) are a new mandatory system of 

strategies under the Environment Act 2021 that apply to certain geographical 

areas, ensuring that opportunities to recover nature are joined-up. 

 

Link to National Planning Policy Framework - Chapter 16 Conserving and 

Enhancing the Natural Environment   

National Planning Practice Guidance - Natural Environment  

Government Guidance on BNG 

Creating a Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan guidance  

BNG exempt developments 

Circular 06/2005: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation – Statutory 

obligations and their impact within the planning system   

Leicestershire County Council, planning and wildlife issues - 

planningecology@leics.gov.uk 

Link to Leicestershire and Rutland Environment Records centre (LRERC)   

Link to Leicestershire County Council Local Validation Criteria – Biodiversity   

Link to Natural England   

Link to Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust   

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/contents/enacted
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/natural-environment
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-net-gain-exempt-developments
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/creating-a-habitat-management-and-monitoring-plan-for-biodiversity-net-gain
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-net-gain-exempt-developments
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-and-geological-conservation-circular-06-2005
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-and-geological-conservation-circular-06-2005
mailto:planningecology@leics.gov.uk
mailto:planningecology@leics.gov.uk
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/leicestershire-and-rutland-environmental-records-centre-lrerc
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2016/8/22/APPENDIX_1_Local_Validation_criteria_for_biodiversity.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england
https://www.lrwt.org.uk/
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5.8 As part of the County Council’s commitment to nature recovery and in 

accordance with the Environment Act 2021, applicants must demonstrate how 

their proposals align with the Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland Local 

Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) published in August 2025. The LNRS is a 

material consideration in planning and supports the delivery of biodiversity net 

gain and wider environmental benefits. Applicants should include the following 

within a planning submission: 

 

5.9 Statement of Biodiversity Impact - A brief summary of how the proposed 

development will affect biodiversity on-site and in the surrounding area, 

referencing: 

• Existing habitats and species present 

• Potential impacts and mitigation measures 

• Opportunities for enhancement aligned with LNRS priorities 

 

5.10 LNRS Alignment Statement 

• A short written statement outlining how the proposal supports the 

priorities and mapped opportunities identified in the LNRS, including: 

• Reference to relevant areas shown on the Local Habitat Map 

• Contribution to habitat creation, enhancement, or connectivity 

• Consideration of nature-based solutions (e.g. flood mitigation, carbon 

sequestration) 

 

5.11 Biodiversity Net Gain Plan (where applicable) - For major developments, 

this must include: 

 

• Biodiversity Metric calculations 

• Strategic significance multiplier (if off-site units are proposed) 

• Evidence of alignment with LNRS target areas for off-site delivery 

 

5.12 Applicants are encouraged to consult the Council’s Local Habitat Map for 

Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland and Biodiversity priorities contained 

within the Council’s Biodiversity Strategy (see further guidance below). 

Further Guidance  

 

 

 

  DEFRA and Natural England FAQs 

  LNRS resources 

LNRS - Local Habitat Map for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland 

Biodiversity Strategy 

 

 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/local-nature-recovery-strategy/leicestershire-leicester-and-rutland-local-nature-recovery-strategy#lnrs
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/local-nature-recovery-strategy/leicestershire-leicester-and-rutland-local-nature-recovery-strategy#lnrs
https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/topics/environment/nature-recovery-local-authorities/local-nature-recovery-strategies/FAQs-August_2023
https://democracy.leics.gov.uk/documents/s190085/Final%20LNRS%20ECC%20Scrutiny%2011%20June%2025.pdf
https://haveyoursay.leicestershire.gov.uk/local-nature-recovery-strategy-local-habitat-map
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/biodiversity/biodiversity-strategy
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APPENDIX 1 
 

Leicestershire County Council – Local Validation Checklist 

 

Planning Application Address: 
 
 
 

 Yes No Notes why information is not 
required for this application.  

National validation 
requirements – required for all 
applications 

   

Supporting Planning Statement    

Transport Assessment / 
Statement 

   

Draft Travel Plan    

Planning Obligation – Draft 
Heads of Terms 

   

Flood Risk Assessment    

Hydrological / Hydrogeological 
Assessment 

   

Land Contamination Survey    

Tree Survey / Arboricultural 
Report 

   

Heritage Statement    
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Archaeological Assessment    

National Forest     

River Mease SAC    

Noise and Vibration 
Assessment 

   

Air Quality Assessment    

Health Impact Assessment 
(HIA) Screening 

   

Sunlight / Daylight / Lighting 
Assessment 

   

Public Rights of Way     

Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment 

   

Economic Statement     

Aerodrome Safeguarding 
Assessment 

   

Land Stability / Coal Mining 
Risk Assessment 

   

Agricultural Land Classification    

Mineral Assessment    
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Restoration and Aftercare    

Climate Change and Carbon 
Management 

   

Statement of Community 
Involvement 

   

Recreation and Open Space 
Statement (refer to Appendix 
3 for applications affecting 
sport or playing fields). 

   

Biodiversity and Geodiversity 
Assessment; to include: 
 

• Pre-development 
Biodiversity Value: 
 

• A calculation of the 
site's biodiversity value 
before development. 
 

• Must include the date 
of the assessment and 
details of any activities 
that may have affected 
the habitat prior to the 
assessment. 
 

Biodiversity Metric: 
 

• Use the Statutory 
Biodiversity Metric 
published by DEFRA. 
 

• Submit a completed 
metric calculation 
showing the baseline 
and proposed post-
development 
biodiversity values. 
 

Version of the Metric Used: 
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• Clearly state which 
version of the statutory 
metric was used. 
 

Details of Irreplaceable 
Habitats: 

• Identify any 
irreplaceable habitats 
on site, as these are 
treated differently 
under the legislation. 
 

Supporting Documentation: 

• Include habitat maps, 
ecological survey 
reports, and any other 
relevant evidence. 

 

Habitat Management and 
Monitoring Plan (HMMP) 
(where required) 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Local Nature Recovery 
Strategy (LNRS) Statement of 
biodiversity impact LNRS 
alignment statement 
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APPENDIX 2 
PRE-DEVELOPMENT HABITAT BASELINE FOR BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN (BNG)  
THIS IS THE MINIMUM NATIONAL ESSENTIAL INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS (PPG paragraph 
11) AND MUST BE SATISFIED PRIOR TO DETERMINATION:  
Confirmation that development is subject to statutory biodiversity gain condition  Y/N 

Pre-development Habitat Plan of existing onsite habitat (to scale) Y/N  

Pre-development Habitat Value (on date of application or earlier) Y/N  

Completed Metric Calculation Tool Y/N  

Statement of Habitat Degradation where present (with dates and details) Y/N 

Reason for proposing an earlier date if applicable (i.e.. degradation) Y/N  

Description of Irreplaceable Habitat where present Y/N 

SMALL SITES METRIC ONLY: “Competent person” information (e.g. 
qualifications, skills, experience) 

Y/N 

BNG METRIC INFORMATION missing or incorrect: 

 
Incomplete or incorrect cells are shown in metric (e.g. habitat quantity, type or 
condition, strategic significance) 

Y/N 

 

POST DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS FOR BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN (BNG) 

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS NOT ESSENTIAL INFORMATION PRIOR TO DETERMINATION.  
Post-development information is indicative only; final proposals must be confirmed at 
Biodiversity Gain Plan statutory condition stage. 

ON-SITE SIGNIFICANT* BNG is proposed  
(If Y, please see later table) 

Y/N 

OFF-SITE APPLICANT-OWNED BNG is proposed  
(e.g. Land shown on plan within the “blue line” boundary and inserted in 
“offsite” tab of statutory metric) 

Y/N 

PLEASE NOTE: Where applicant-owned off-site or significant on-site BNG proposals are 
present, these should be secured and monitored for 30 years. The determining authority is 
responsible for monitoring for compliance. 

OFF-SITE PURCHASE** of BNG  Y/N 

BNG units purchase from a third party to achieve 10% BNG uplift Y/N 

Statutory biodiversity credits Y/N 

PLEASE NOTE**: Where purchased BNG units are proposed, any purchased units from the 
national register are secured and monitored for 30 years by conservation covenant, 
separately from this planning application process. 

 

POST DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS:  
*TYPE OF SIGNIFICANT ON-SITE HABITAT PROPOSED: (using the current government definition1)  
SIGNIFICANCE AS DEFINED IN 
PPG  

POST DEVELOPMENT HABITAT 
TYPE PROPOSED  

NUMBER OF UNITS  

Medium or High 
Distinctiveness  

  

Large number of units at Low 
Distinctiveness  
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Significant increase in 
Distinctiveness, Condition or 
Area  

  

 

1 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/make-on-site-biodiversity-gains-as-a-developer#significant-on-site-
enhancements  
 

Note for applicants: Please be aware that this advice is provided to the Local 

Planning Authority through a Service Level Agreement between the Local 

Planning Authority and Leicestershire County Council Ecology Team. Its 

purpose is to discharge the legal duties of the determining authority under The 

Local Authorities (Functions and Responsibilities) Regulations (2000), 

Regulations 4.  

If you have any queries about the content, please correspond directly with the 

Planning Officer assigned to the planning application or discharge of condition 

application. We are unable to respond directly to applicant enquiries regarding the 

advice that we have provided to the determining authority.  

The following legislation is used to assist in the assessment of planning 

applications: 

Legislation source  Reference  
National Planning Policy 
Framework  

Paragraphs relevant to biodiversity, biodiversity net gain, ecological 
connectivity and protected species  

Environment Act 2021  Mandatory Net Gain  
Biodiversity Duty  
Local Nature Recovery Strategy  

District or Borough Local Plan and 
supporting SPD’s  

Local Plan policy  

ODPM circular 06/2005: 
Biodiversity and Geological 
Conservation  

Requirement for species survey work and mitigation recommendations 
to be carried out prior to the determination of a planning application. 
Paras. 98 and 99  

NERC Act 2006  Biodiversity Duty (see also Environment Act 2021)  
Section 41, habitats and species of Principal Importance (previously 
BAP)  

Various International, European 
and National laws in relation to 
the protection of species and 
habitats  

International and national site protection: Ramsar sites (from Ramsar 
Convention), Habitat and Birds Directives (Natura 2000 sites include 
SAC’s and SPA’s), SSSI’s, National Nature Reserves, Local Wildlife Sites, 
Local Nature Reserves.  
Habitats and Species protection: Habitat and Species Regulations 
(protected sites and species). Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended including special Schedule 1), Natural England Standing 
Advice. Badger Act.  

 

 

 

 

file://///Lccfp2/comdata/Sustainable%20Development/ENVCONTL/JOBS/Development%20Control%20-%20Reviewed/Validation/Validation%202025/1%20https:/www.gov.uk/guidance/make-on-site-biodiversity-gains-as-a-developer%23significant-on-site-enhancements
file://///Lccfp2/comdata/Sustainable%20Development/ENVCONTL/JOBS/Development%20Control%20-%20Reviewed/Validation/Validation%202025/1%20https:/www.gov.uk/guidance/make-on-site-biodiversity-gains-as-a-developer%23significant-on-site-enhancements
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APPENDIX 3 

 

¹. Level of detail to be proportionate to the nature of the development and its impact 

on the playing field. 

². Relevant for Exception 4 where the loss of an area of playing field with a natural 

grass surface is proposed to be replaced elsewhere by a new area of playing field 

with an artificial surface. 

³. All details should be undertaken and developed by a suitably qualified and 

experienced sports turf consultant, satisfy appropriate Sport England and NGB 

design guidance, and have regard to Sport England’s ‘Equivalent Quality 

Assessment of Natural Turf Playing Fields’ briefing note. 

Note: As set out within the Government’s Planning Practice Guidance any plans or 

drawings must be drawn to an identified scale, and in the case of plans, must show 
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the direction of north. Although not a requirement of legislation, the inclusion of a 

linear scale bar is also useful, particularly in the case of electronic submissions. 
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